[image: ]
North West Universities NMP Collaboration
Application Form for Non-Medical Prescribing Guidance

This guidance has been prepared to support the use of the March 2023 version of the application form.

Preparation 
Check your professional eligibility to apply to undertake a prescribing course:

GPhC - www.pharmacyregulation.org/sites/default/files/document/standards-for-the-education-and-training-of-pharmacist-independent-prescribers-october-2022.pdf
HCPC - www.hcpc-uk.org/standards/standards-relevant-to-education-and-training/standards-for-prescribing
NMC - www.nmc.org.uk/standards/standards-for-post-registration/standards-for-prescribers

If you are employed within the NHS, check with your NMP Lead for guidance on organisational processes.

Check whether your preferred university can accept applications from your profession: www.hecooperative.co.uk/nmp-area/nmp-courses-uk/2

Check the criteria for designated prescribing practitioners:

GPhC - www.pharmacyregulation.org/sites/default/files/document/standards-for-the-education-and-training-of-pharmacist-independent-prescribers-october-2022.pdf
HCPC - www.hcpc-uk.org/standards/standards-relevant-to-education-and-training/standards-for-prescribing
NMC - www.nmc.org.uk/standards/standards-for-post-registration/standards-for-prescribers

Make sure you have downloaded the most up-to-date version from www.hecooperative.co.uk/nmp-area/nmp-courses-uk

DBS current or online – the DBS disclosure needs to have been issued within three years of the start date of the course you intend to apply for. If you subscribe to the online DBS update service, you also need a copy of the original disclosure that was issued at the point you subscribed. If you need to apply for a new DBS start this now it can take a few weeks for DBS applications to be processed.


Section 1
Each page requires the student's name to be at the top of the page.

If any section is not completed, your application form may be rejected due to it being incomplete. 

All signatures must be handwritten (wet) onto the form. Once the form is completed in full, you should scan and email it to the appropriate university. The signatures are kept on file and used for verification of assessment submissions during the programme.

The personal statement is how the HEI assesses whether you have the experience in your clinical area, knowledge, skill and understanding to become a prescriber, please cover the areas asked for within the instructions and consider the following points. You must demonstrate that you:

· are working clinically in a patient-facing role 
· are able to undertake medication reviews
· have the ability to consider the needs of service users
· have the ability to consult with service users
· have an area of intended prescribing practice 
· have clinical experience in that area of intended prescribing practice
· have engaged in continuing professional development within the last 12 months
· reflect on your practice as a means of learning
· have an awareness of your own limitations and professional codes of conduct
· are able to communicate with a wide range of healthcare professionals.


Section 2 
This section is completed by your line manager if you are employed.

If you are self-funding and completing your learning within your employing organisation, your line manager should complete this.

If you are self-employed, this part is a self-declaration and you must complete and sign it.


Section 3
Your designated prescribing practitioner (DPP, which we use as an umbrella term for Practice Assessor, Practice Supervisor, Practice Educator and Designated Prescribing Practitioner), is the health care professional identified on your application form, the signature of the DPP must match the documents undertaken throughout the programme.

Ninety (90) hours is generally the minimum amount to be spent in supervised clinical practice (this can vary, so please confirm with the HEI you plan to study with).

There are several ways of undertaking these hours which will be explained at the commencement of the programme, eg, face-to-face (gold standard), virtual, telephone clinical consultations, some clinical meeting(s) to discuss prescribing decisions, and governance related to prescribing.


Section 4 
This is in three sections:

· 4a –  all applications must have this section completed by the person responsible for NMP or prescribing governance within the organisation where the applicant is currently employed.

· 4b – need only be completed if the applicant is planning to undertake the majority of their supervised practice in an organisation in which they are not employed. This part of section 4 should be completed by the person responsible for NMP or prescribing governance in the organisation where the applicant plans to undertake supervised practice.

· 4c - need only be completed by applicants from NHS organisations within the NW of England.
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